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FARM  POPULATION 


Annual  Estimates  by  States,  Major  Geographic  Divisions, 
and  Regions,  1920-50  and  the  United  States, : 1910-50 


Prepared  in  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service  *«• 

The  latest  estimates  of  the  farm  population  of  the  United  States, 
for  1910-50,  and  of  its  principal  subdivisions  for  1920-50,  are 
presented  in  this  report*  1/  Certain  of  the  estimates  are  revisions  of 
previously  published  estimates;  others  are  for  areas  and’  dates  for  “which 
estimates  of  fahn  population  have  not  previously  beon  published;  •  and  a. 

few  have  been  published*  v  ■  :  1  •; 

****** 

....  .  .  "  ■  '  v  .  •  •  • 

Revised  farm  population  estimates  are  presented  for:  v-,:- 

,  •••'.«  -i  ...  ,f  \ 

(X)  States,  1920-15.  '  •  . 

."•*.".  ’  •  ••  '  ‘  •  >  •'■A  ‘ 

,  t  (2)  Major  geographic  divisions  and  regions, 

'  :  -  ‘  /  '  1920-U9. 

Areas'  and  dates  for  which  estimates  have  not  previously  been  pub¬ 
lished  in  this  series  are:  -  , 

.  ’  .  (1)  States,  19U6-50.  •  "  •  ‘ 

;  ’  t  •  -i-  .  •_  •  r 

(2)  Major  geographic  divisions  and  regions, 

1950.  •'  '  ...  .  <■. 

Estimates  of  the  total  farm  population  of  the  United  States  pre¬ 
sented  in  this  report  were  published  in  the  cooperative  release  of  the 
Bureau  o,f  Agricultural  Economies  and  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  entitled 
’’Revised  Estimates'  of  the  Farm  Population  Of  the  United  States;  1910  to 
1950,  ”  Farm  Population,  Series  Census-BA E>  No*  16.  The  estimates  of 
farm,,  population  for  geographic  subdivisions  that  follow  are  consistent 
with  the  estimates  of  the  total’  farm  population  for  the  country  as  a 
whole  in  the  report  cited.  *'*  v  j  . 

AIT  similar  estimates  of  farm  population  for  geographic' subdivi¬ 
sions  previously  published  fcy  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  are 
superseded  and  should  no  longer  be  used.  -  ”  ■ 


..  l/  The  fhrm  population  figures  in  this  report  include" urban-f arm 
residents  as  well  as  rural-farm  residents.  ‘  ’ 
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Chari ges  in  Farm  Pop ufa tio n  for  the  United  States,  1910- $0 

In  1910,  the  earliest  date  for  which  estimates  of  farm  population  are 
available,  the  farm  population  of  the  country  numbered  a  little  mere  than 
32  million  (table  l).  During  the  next,  6  years  snail  annual  increases 
occurred;  in  1916,  the  peak  year  of  the  series,  about  32*5  million  persons 
were  in  the  farm  population* 

Following  a  decline  during  World  War  I  and  a  slight  increase  in  the 
first  2  postwar  years, :  farm  population  declined  during  the  1920?s.  By 
1930,  the  population  on  farms  numbered  about  30«5  milliona  The  depression 
of  the  early  thirties  reversed  temporarily  the  previous  pattern  of  net 
migration  from  farms  to  urban  centers,  and  the  farm  population  began  to 
increase.  By '1933  and  193U,  it  had  practically  regained  the  pre-World-War 

1  level.  But  as  economic  conditions  improved  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
1930’s  heavy  migration  from  farms  was  resumed.  By  19^0,  the  farm  popula¬ 
tion  was  reduced  to  about  the  same  size  that  it  had  been  in  1930. 

During  World  War  II  farm  population,  dropped  at  an  especially  sharp 
rate.  From  30*5  million  at  the  time  of  the  19^0  census,  it  was  reduced  to 
approximately  25« 3  million  by  19^5«  In  the  2  years  following  V.-J  Day, 
farm  population  increased  —  mainly  because  of  the  return  of  veterans...  . 

It  reached  its  oost-World-War  II  peak  of  some  27*1  million  in  April  19^7* 
After  that  date,  the  long-term  downward  trend  in  the  number  of  persons 
living  on  farms  was  resumed.  In  the  decade  of  the  19iiOfs,  the  net  decrease 
of  about  5*5  million,  or  18  percent  of  19^0,  brought-  the  farm  population 
to  25,058,000  in  1950, 

Since  1910,  the  farm  population  has  comprised  an  increasingly 
smaller  proportion  of  the  total  population.  In  that  year,  the  farm  popula¬ 
tion-  made  up  more  than  a  third  of  the  total  population.  By  the  latter  part 
of  the  1920’s  the  farm  population  had  dropped  to  about  a  fourth  of  the 
total  popxilatlPn  of  the  country.  It  stayed  at  about  this  proportion 
through  the*  1930’s,  By  1950,  because  of  the  sharp  acceleration  of  the 
downward  trend  in  the  farm  population  and  the  increase  in  the  total  popu¬ 
lation  after  19^0,  the  proportion  had  dropped  to  a  sixth. 

Changes  in  Farm  Population  for  Geographic  Areas,  1920-50 

In  general,  the  relative  distribution  of  the  farm  population  among  the 
major  geographic  areas  of  the  country  changed  little  between  1920  and 
1950. (table  3)*  In  1920,  the  South  Atlantic  division  had  about  20  percent 
of  the  32  million  farm  population;  the  New  England  division  had  about 

2  percent;  and  other  divisions  fell  somexhere  between  these  percentages. 

In  1950,  when  the  total  farm  population  was  about  7  million  smaller,  nest" of 
the  9  divisions  had  about  the  same  proportionate  shares  as  in  1920  and 
only  the  share  of  the  West  South  Central  division  had  changed  by  as  much 
as  3  percentage  points e  The  share  of  the  total  farm  population  of  the 
Pacific  division  increased  by  about  half  but  it  was  still  less  than  5  per¬ 
cent  at  the  end  of  the  period*. 
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Change  s-\in  'farm  .population  in'  the  'divisions  have  followed  the 
same  general  pattern  ’,7- ’decreases  or  little  change  from  1920  to  1930, 
increases  during  the'  depress! 6rn years  in  most  divisions  through  1933  and 
in  some  through  193k,  relatively  little  change  in  most  divisions  through 
19k0,  sharp  decreases  during  World  War  II,  increases  following  the  end  of 
the  war  up  to  April  19k?,- then  decreases  with  some.. fluctuations  from  19k7 
to.  1950.  ;The  Pacific-  divisioh'  --  the  only  one ;  having  an  overall  gain  in 
farni  population  between  1920  and  19^0'  -*•  deviated  most  from  this  general 
.pattern.  ‘.During  the  last  3p  yearly ’  farm  populatikif -in  the  Pacific  divi¬ 
sion' increased  .by  about  19  percent/  the  number’- of.  farms, increased  by  11 
percent,  and  total-  population  increased  by  60  percent.  At  the  opposite 
.end  of  the  scal.er.:  the  number  of  fapn  residents  in  the  West  South  Central 
division  decreased1  by  36  oercent,  the- number  of  farms  decreased' by  22  per¬ 
cent,  and  the  average  size  of  farms  increased  by  56  percent  during  the 

•same  30  years.  .-  ..  ‘  t  * 

•  •  '  •  „  * 

*  .  '  \ 

From  1920  through  1950  farm  .population  became  a  smaller  proportion 
of  total  population  .in  each  State ’.(.tabid  5)«  In  1930  the  proportion  of  the 
population  living  ‘on.  farms  was  smaller  than  in  1920  in  all  States  except 
Rhode  Island.  In  19k0  the  proportion  of  the  population  living  on  farms 
;was  smaller  than  .'in.  1930  except  in  ^States.  In  the  19k0,s  no  State  had 
a  larger  proportion  of  its  people  on  -fauns  at  the  end  than  at  the 
-beginning  of  the -decade  and  all  states  were  much  lower  than  in  1920  and  1930 


* 
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Table  1.-  Annual  estimates  of  the  total  population,  including  Armed  Forces 
overseas,  and  of  the  farm  population,  United  States, 

April  1,  1910-50 


-■  II  .  .. . —  ....  1... ....... I, . . 

:  Total  population  : 
Year  :  including  : 

beginning  April  :  Armed  Forces  : 

!  overseas  l/  : 

Farm 

Number 

of 

persons 

population 

:  Percentage 

:  of  >total 

:  population 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Percent 

1950 

151,132 

25,058 

1 6.6 

\9h9 

11*8,595 

25,951* 

17.5  • 

191*8 

ll*6,05l 

25,903 

17.7 

191*7 

11*3,1*80 

27,121* 

18.9 

191*6 

11*1,039 

26,1*83 

18.8 

191*5 

139,583 

25,295 

18.1 

191*1* 

138,027 

25,1*95 

18.5 

191*3 

136, 297 

26,681 

19.6 

191*2 

131*,  1*98 

29,231* 

21.7 

191*1 

133,098 

30,273 

22.7 

191*0 

131,820  * 

30, 51*7 

23.2 

1939 

130,6^2 

30,81*0 

23.6 

1938 

129,589 

30,980 

23.9 

1937 

128,61*9 

31,266 

21*.  3 

1936 

127,886 

31,737 

21*.  8 

1935 

127,057 

32,161 

25.3 

1931* 

126,192 

32, 305 

25.6 

1933 

125, 1*01 

32,393 

25.8 

1932 

12i*,658 

31,388 

25.2 

1931 

123,81*1 

30,81*5 

21*. 9 

1930 

122,775 

30,529 

21*.  9 

1929 

121,1*53 

30, 580 

25.2 

1928 

120,135 

30,51*8 

25.1* 

1927 

118,628 

30,530 

25.7 

1926 

117,007 

30,979 

26.5 

1925 

115,1*02 

51,190 

27.0 

1921* 

113,573 

31,177 

27.5 

1923 

111,1*76 

31,1*90 

28.2 

1922 

109,676 

32,109 

29.3 

1921 

108,023 

32,123 

29.7 

1920 

106,089 

31,971* 

30.1 

Continued 


Table  1.-  Annual  estimates  oi\. the. .total  population,  including  Armed  Forces 
overseas,  and  of  the  farm  population,  United  States,. 

..  . .  April  1,  1910~f>0  -  Continued  „ 


s  Total  population  : 

:  Year  :  :  -including  : 

beginning  April-  t  Armed. Forces  : 

s  overseas  l/  '  : 

Farm  population 

Number  ?  Percentage 

of  ;  of  total 

persons  s  population  •• 

Thousands 

Thousands 

.  Percent 

1919 

.  10k, 935  •■=  ■  v 

■  -31,200.  • 

29o7 

1918 

10lj,  266  ; 

•31,950  .  ■ 

30,6 

1917 

103,052 

32,k30 

31,5 

1916 

101,612 

32,530 

'32.0 

.1915  • 

••  100,191 

.  •  32,  kko ,  . 

32. k 

191k 

•  '  98,61*5  : 

■..32,320  / 

.  32.8 

1913 

96,753  V  ..  V  V.  1 

32,270 

33.  k  ' 

1912 

9k, 96 5 

32,23.0^ 

33<9 

1911 

93,502 

32,110 

3k.  3 

.1910. 

91,885  •  • 

If  *  , 

•  i-.  i  '  **,  ,  ;  t  -  * 

;;  32,077 

3k. 9 

*  ;  ^  . 

l/  Estimates  of  the  Aimed  .Forces  overseas  were  not  available  for 
1910-16  and  1920-39*  The  total  population  figures  for  those  years, 
therefore,  relate  only  to  persons  residing  in  continental  United  States;, 
numbers  in  the  Aimed  Forces  overseas  during  those  years  were  probably 
fairly  negligible. 


Bureau  of  the  Census  and  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics. 
"Revised  Estimates  of  the  Faim  Population  of  the  United  States,  1910- 
1990,"  Farm  Population,  Series  Census-BAE, :  No.  16. 


Table  2C-  Annual  estimates  of  the  farm  population,  by  States,  major  geographic  divisions,  regions 

and  United  States  rs  April  1, 
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Table  20-  Annual  estimates  of  the  farm  population,  by  States,  major  geographic  divisions,  regions 
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Table  2.-  Annual  estimates  of  the  farm  population,  by  States,  major  geographic  divisions,  regions 
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Table  3*-  Percentage  distribution  of  the  farm  population  by  States, 
major  geographic  divisions,  regions,  and  United  States, 

•  :  r  -  April  1/1920-50  -■  - 
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3.3- 

3.6 

3.6 

3.6 

3.9 

Indiana 

2.8' 

2,7’ 

2.7* 

2.7 

2.7 

2.8 

2.9 

Illinois 

3.5 

3.3* 

3«> 

3c  2 

3.2 

3.2 

3.3 

Michigan 

2,7' 

2.6 

2.5 

2.6 

2.8 

2.8 

3.1 

Wisconsin 

2.9 

2.9 

2.9 

2.9 

2,9 

3.0 

3.1 

West-  North  Central 
Minnesota  V 

2.8, 

2.9. 

3.0 

2.9 

3c0 

.3*1 

3.1 

Iowa 

3.1 

3.2 

3.2 

3.1 

3.0 

■  3.1t 

3.3 

Missouri 

3.8 

3.8 

3«7 

3.7 

3o7 

"  3.6 

3.7 

North  Dakota 

1.3 

1.3 

1.3 

1.2 

lei 

lcl 

1.0 

South  Dakota 

1.1 

1.2 

1.3 

1,1 

1*0 

1,1 

1.0 

Nebraska 

1.9 

1.9 

1.9 

1.8 

•  1.6 

•  1,7 

1.6 

Kansas 

2.3 

2.3 

2.3 

2.2 

2.0 

2.0 

1.9 

Continued 
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•  •  •  *  t . .  *  •'j  .  , 

Table  3»-r  , Percentage  distribution  of  the  farm  population,  by  States, 
major  geographic  divisions, '-regions,  and' United  States, 
April  1,  1920~5>0  -  Continued 


'  **'  'Area- • 

■  »  1920  :s 

.  r  • 

1925  :k 

1930 

*  : 

1935  ! 

I91t0 

•  . 

:  1985  i 

1950  ■ 

‘  |  !  j  *  « 

Percent  Percent  Percents] 

Percent 

Percent  Percent 

Percent 

,  Souths  Atlantic  • 

.-.j.  Delaware 

.1  ' 

c2 

.1 

.1 

.2 

•  .  .2 

.2 

. .  _ Maryland  -  ,/ 

rV  *9  ' 

.8^ 

--  .8  ’  * 

.8 

.8 

.8 

.8 

Virginia 

;  3.u  • 

3.3  v* 

•  3.1 ’  * 

3.3 

3.2 

3.  U 

..  3.3 

West  Virginia 

1.5  • 

!  1.5  • 

1.5  - 

1.8 

1.7 

1.  8  •,! 

1.8 

North  Carolina 

U©8 

5.0 

5.3 

5.1 

■  .  6ch 

..  5.5.. 

5.9 

South  Carolina 

3.U  (* 

r  3.2  . 

3.0:, 

•:  3.0 

3.0 

,  2..  9 

'3.0 

-  ‘  ..  Georgia 

-  5.3  • 

5.0  . 

Uc7  i; .s 

U.U 

U.5 

.  Ji.3 

hi  2 

Florida 

:  -  •  t  .  .  *  •  > 

•  • 

.9  ■ 

.9 

*9 

:  loO 

•  i.O 

.  1.0 

1.0 

East  Sopth  Central 

• 

. 

"‘j,  Kentucky 

•  j».i 

UoO  . 

r  3.8  . 

it.i 

.  iui 

U.l 

it.i 

«.*  Tennessee  • 

• U.o  • 

UcO 

•  UcO  , 

U.l 

U.2 

U.2 

•  U.U 

Alabama 

-  •  JU*  3  • 

It.  3 

U.U  . 

U.U 

U.U 

U.2 

U.l 

Mississippi- 

■  lt.0  ■ 

It.  2 

U.5  . 

u.  2 

U.6 

.,u.u 

U.6 

•  West  South  Central 

-•  Arkansas 

\  3*I;* 

3o7  ’ 

3.7/ 

3*7 

3.6 

3.3 

3.U 

Louisiana  , 

. 

2.6  ’ 

2. 7  ' 

2.7 

2.8 

2.5 

2. it 

•  Oklahoma 

3.2 

3.u/ 

3.U 

3*2 

3.1 

‘  2.7 

2. a 

Texas 

7-2 ; 

7.6  * 

* 

7.7:* 

* 

7. it 

7.1 

6.3 

5.5 

f  -  *  „ 

Mountain 

♦  • 

,  * 

'  : . 

Montana 

.7 

.7 

.7 

.6 

••'6 

.6 

.6 

Idaho 

.6 

.6  * 

.6.  • 

.6 

.7 

-  -  -  .7 

.7 

kforoming 

.2  * 

.2  * 

.2*- 

.2 

•  2  - 

.2 

.2 

Colorado 

.9  ' 

.8  « 

•  9  * 

.9 

.8 

.8 

.8 

New  Mexico 

.5 

.5 

.6 

f.  -  .,6 

.6 

.6 

Arizona 

•  3- 

.3- 

.3 

.3 

. .1* 

.5' 

.3 

Utah 

•U .  •- 

.U. 

.U 

•  U 

.3 

,5 

•U 

Nevada  • 

->•  > 

.1 

% 

.1 

•1. 

.1 

.1 

*.1: 

.1 

Pacific  ' * : 

•  •  *  * 

•  •  >  . 

.>  * 

•  « 

*> 

‘Washington 

.9 

.9 

1.0 

1.1 

1.1 

'■  1.2 

1.2 

*  Oregon 

.7,- 

.7 

.7 

.8 

‘-.:8 

"loO '  • 

•  1.0 

California. 

1.6  , 

1.8  ‘ 

201* 

1.9 

2,2 

2.3 

2.7 

•  '*  " 

»  -  •'  V  • 

' »  r  f 

Si r  ,  - 

r  f  . 

'  %  . 

*  r 

•  ■# 

i  ^  # 

« 

•  »• 

- 7-7—— 

«  t 


Table  t,.-  Change  in  farm  population’) '  bgr  Sftates,  major  geographic  divisions, 

regioWS,  and  United  States,  for  selected  periods,;  1920-50 


- - . - ; - . - - - 

t  • 

;•  '  ■*  Area  •'  -  : 

4 - - - , - - - - - — - - 

*  •  • 

CRahge  1920»S0t 

.»•  •  •  •  •  - 

Change  1920 - 30 i Change 

*  • 

•  .  i 

1930-t0:  Change  19t0-50  ' 

Thou-c 

Per-: 

Thou-  Per- 

Thou- 

Per- 

Thou- 

Per- 

•  .  •  ,  t  *  *  ** 

sands 

V  • 

cent 

sands  cent 

sands 

cent 

sands 

cent 

'  9  *  • . 

•United  States 

; .  ^  "  •  «  -♦  * 

-6, "916 

4» 

-?i.6 

-i,Wi5  -4.i: 

*.*  i  •  * 

> 

•  1 

-5,1(89 

'■-18.0 

’  Regions  •  -  .  V  .  • 

*  <  t 
?  M 

*  *r 

* 

i 

rr:  ■ 

*  'Mor th east  ,  "  • 

-rtto 

ri7.3 

-250  -9-9.. 

121 

5.t 

.  -31k 

,;-i3.o 

•  North -Central  ,  •  '• 

-2,153 

—21  ©2 

-575  -W„ 

-23& 

—2  oli 

-1,3U( 

.  -it.t 

«  South : 

— t  ^  270 

-25.0 

r699  4,1.. 

:  ;36 

»2 

-3,607 

,:.-22.0 

West 

-53 

-2.U 

79  3.6 

92 

t.o 

-22b 

*J9.t 

*  '  •  ■  %  '.  ~ 

Geographic  divisions 

\ 

* 

i 

-  *r  . 

:  •  • 

,  ’  * 

M  * 

» 

i'New  England 

-139 

•r22o0 

-58  -9;2 

t8 

8.U 

-12  9- 

-20.7 

Middle  Atlantic- 

-301 

-15.8 

-192  -10c V 

76 

ttt 

-185 

.  -.-lo.t 

East  North  Central 

-861 

-17  ;u 

-1(52  -9.1 

■1*37 

3.0 

-5t6 

•  -11.8 

^  -West  North  Central 

-1,292 

-2hcS 

.  -123  -Soli 

-371 

-7c 3  '• 

.  -798 

.-16.9 

•.  South. Atlantic  - 

-l.fiia 

-22,2 

:  -582  ;-9'0" 

-it6 

2,5.: 

-1,005 

-l6 .6 

•  (  East  .South  Central 

-9U2 

-17  ."9 

-1U8  -2.8" 

1-  ±71*. 

3.U 

-968 

••  -18.3 

West  South  Central 

-1,887 

-35**5 

‘  31  •  ,6 

'-281, 

-5o3 

-l,63i(' 

,-32.3 

Mountain 

-252 

-21  oU 

-36  -3,1 

-25 

-2  ,.2 

'  -191 

-17.1 

V  Pacific  ■  «'• 

-  -  . 

9199 

19.0-2 

•115  .11*1- 

1X7 

10,2 

-33-. 

...  -2.6 

J  .  •  .  t 

*  .  t  >  • 

1 ;  New  Engl  and  ^  - 

.  • 

9 

« 

•  *  t  ’  .  < 

•  .*  *  ,  4  - 

* 

*  Maine  “  '*  '■ 

-S3 

-26.5 

-29  -Uu5 

5 

2.9 

r-29 

-16.5 

New  Hampshire 

-17 

-22  •! 

—it  — 18 » 2 

8 

12c7 

-11 

-15.5 

•  k  Vermont: 

•  -39 

r30.7 

.  -It  -11*0 

-6 

-5.  3  • 

-19 

-17.8 

•Massachusetts  *  " 

.  -15 

-12.5 

'  1*  -3,3 

2*3 

18,6 

-1(2-. 

-28.6 

Rhode  Island  \ 

.  -1 

-60  7 

2  13c  3 

%0 

- 

■■  -3 

•  -17.6 

.  Connecticut  V 

-it 

■-U.9 

-7  --7.il 

.  *  “■ 

18 

20.7 

-25 

-23.8 

Middle  Atlantic 

■  •  New  York 

s-lt7 

-18  o2 

.  .  .  — 8t  — 10 ot 

8 

1.1 

-71 

-9.7 

'"‘t  ‘.’New  Jersey 

-11 

•  -7.6 

..  -n*  ->.7. 

12 

9o2 

-9 

.  ;”',-6.3 

>  V  Pennsylvania'..' 

.  .  "  « 

iilU3 

>15,0 

> 

-9b  >9.9. 

>  «•  - 

56 

6.5 

1105 

, -11.5 

*  -  ••  •  *  *  • 

-•East  North  Central 

t,  •« 

• 

»  \ 

"  *  * 

y  s  '  * 

r  ’ 

r 

*-  *»  ’•  \ " 

.  :  i  r% 

/  ;Ghio‘  ;  •  "  9  ; 

•  fl80 

>15.7 

—133  -11,6 

;  _  73 

7.2 

-120 

s  -11.0 

•  '‘Indiana  •  .■  * 

,;-17t 

>19*0 

■  ..  -99  -1,0.8 

1 

.1 

-76 

;.-9.3 

'..Illinois  , 

>283 

>25.6 

-10S  ..•:9.5 

'  ,,*"23 

-2«  3 

-155' 

:.-i5.8 

Michigan 

-73 

-8,5 

-71  -8.3 

'  86 

UcO 

-88' 

■*  -10.1 

*  -  Wisconsin  - 

“ :  *  ■  ♦  ..  ♦  . 

t  *  .. 

.-151 

.y  :  l 

,-16.3 

V  *  * 

-tt  -to  8 

*  •  •  .► 

.  1  *  • 

V  *,  c*  - 

‘t  V- 

0 

-107; 

•  5* 

,  n  . 

.>12.1 

1 

* 

7" — . :'.■!» .  — —  rv*" — 

fel V  .  »  .  .  , 

>T. 

’v,  * 

1 

Continued 
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Table  lu-  Change  -in  farm  population,  by, States,  major;  geograp&i0  divisions* 

:  regions,-  and  United  States.,  for  selected  .peri pds,,  1920-50  -Continued 


. 4  .....  .  4  4  • 

Area  :  a  Change  19 20 -£0s Change  1920-30: Change  1930-UO:  Change  19U0-50 


Thou- 

Per- 

Thou* ■ 

Per-  ;  . 

Thou- 

Per- 

Thou-- 

Per- 

...j'  •*,  . 

sands 

cent 

sands 

cent 

sands 

cent 

sands 

cent 

West  North  "Central' 

M  »  #s 

r*  1  * 

j 

• 

* 

,$innesot4p  •, 

-12? 

-u*.  i 

-5 

r.6 

17 

1.9 

-139 

-15.2 

Iowa. 

-173 

-17.5  '" 

-10 

"  -liO  * 

-56  < 

•-5.1 

-1 ty  • 

-12.1: 

Missouri:’. 

-29l* 

-21*.  1 

-101 

-8.3 

7 

.6 

-200 

-17.8 

,  North  Dakota 

-138. 

-3l*.7 

0 

- 

-70 

-17.6 

-68 

^20#7 

South  Dakota 

-101* 

-28,o 

27 

7.1*  ' 

-8U" 

-21.5 

-U7  •" 

•-15.3 

"Nebraska 

-182 

-31.0 . ' 

—l 

-.2 

—89  * 

-15*2 

•  •  -92 

:-lP.5 

Kansas 

-271* 

-36.9  ‘ 

>33 

-102 - ■ 

-lU.it 

-139 

"-22.9 

South  Atlantic 

*  ‘  » 

Dela'ware 

-13 

-25.0 

-5 

—9 .6 

-1 

-2.1 

.  -7 

-15.2. 

“Maryland 

-77 

-27*2  . 

—U5 

-15.9 .. 

8 

3.U 

’  ">Uo  " 

-16.3 

..Virginia  . 

-26U 

-2  U,  5 

-125 

-11.6 

33 

3.5 

.  .-172 

"-17.lt 

West  Virginia 

-2li  .- 

-5.0 

-3U 

-7.0 

83 

18.1* 

-73 

-13.7 

North  Carolina 

-3? 

.  -2.6  , 

8k 

5.5 . 

55 

•  3.U 

-178 

-10,7 

South  Carolina 

-331. 

-30.1* 

-169 

-15.5 . 

—2 

-.2 

— 160 

-17.1* 

Georgia" 

-665 

-39.0  - 

-283 

-16.6 

-55 

~*3.9 

-327  ■ 

-23.9 

'."Florida.;  .  j;. 

-2$: 

.  -9.8 

.  -5 

-1.8  , 

25 

1 

.  8.9 

-1*8 

.45*7 

East  South  Central 

.  ;  - 

■  ..  - 

•  •  • 

.  *  •* 

.  •  ::  ’ 

Kentucky 

-281* 

-21.1* 

mu 

-10»9‘ 

81-- 

6.9 

-221'  - 

-17*5 

Tennessee 

-193 

-15.0 

-71 

-5.5 

57 

U.7 

-179 

-11*.  0 

fc Alabama 

-326 

-21*. 1 

-11 

-.8 

—1 

-.1 

-311*  .. 

-23.1*- 

;  Mississippi 

-139 

-10.8 

78 

6.1- 

'37~ 

*  •  r 

2.7 

-251i 

-18.1 

West  South.  Central . 

•  - 

.  4  • 

- 

Arkansas 

•"  -319 

-27.  it 

..-1*3 

-3,7  .. 

-9.. 

-.8 

...-267,. 

-2U.0 

Louisiana 

-195 

-21*.  1* 

35 

h.h 

21 

?.5 

"i  -2&' 

-29.  U 

'Oklahoma 

-UL6 

-1*3.2'. 

..-6 

-97- 

-9.1* 

-.31*3'.  .. 

-36.9 

Texas 

-927 

-1*0.1 

1*5 

1.9 

-199 

-8.U 

-773  ' 

-35.0 

Mountain  ... 

•  l  i  .  ;  r 

-Montana 

-86 

-37.7...  “ 

-23 

-10.1  * 

-29~ 

-ii*.  2 

-31* 

-19 . 3 

Idaho  v"  ’ 

-26 

-12 ; 8  “ 

-lU 

-6*9-3 

iJr 

7.U 

-26 

-12.8 

Wyoming • 

-8 

-11.8  ■ 

•  6 

8;  8 

‘-I1” 

1/ 

-13  • 

-17 . 8 

Colorado 

-57 

-21.3 

16 

6,0 

-31 

-10.9 

-1*2 

-16.6 

New  Mexico 

-a 

-12.9 

rk 

-2.5. 

19 

12.0' 

I36"- 

-20.2 

.’.  Arizona 

-8 

-8*7 

•7 

7.6  ’ 

15. - 

15.2 

-3P 

-26.3 

..Utah  “ 

-uu 

-31,2 

-25 

-17.7: 

-ii " 

-9.5 

-8  • 

-7.6 

; Nevada 

-2 

-12'. 5  " 

:  1 

6.2  - 

-1  ' 

r  5.9 

*2  : 

-12.5 

Pacific  .> 

i  ' 

. 

Washington 

21 

7.3 

17 

5.9 

3U 

11.1 

-30 

V8.8 

Oregon 

39 

17.8 

5 

2.3 

35 

15.6 

-1 

-u 

California 

139 

26.3 

93 

17.6 

‘  U8  ’ 

7.7 

-2 

"  -V3 

— — 


l/  Less  than  0.5  percent. 
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Mote  on  liethod  of  Developing;  Revisions  and  Mew  Estimates . 

r 

Since  publication  of  annual  estimates  of  the  farm  population  by  geographic 
subdivisions  was  begun  by  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics,  these  esti¬ 
mates  have  been  based  on  data  from  an  annual  mailed  questionnaire  survey 
conducted  by  The  Bureau  and  on  benchmark  data  from  the  Censuses  of  Popula¬ 
tion  and  Agriculture  conducted  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census*  Since  19hh, 
they  have  been  adjusted  to  the  total  farm  population  estimates  for  the 
United  States  of  the  Census -BAE  series  based  on  the  Current  Population  • 
Surveys  of  the  Census  Bureau.  Through  the  mailed  questionnaire  survey, 
farmers  report  on  the  number  of  persons  who  were  living  on  their  own.  and 
neighboring  farms  at  the  beginning  of  specified  12-month  periods  and  on  the 
changes  through  births,  deaths,  and  migration  which  occurred  during  each  - 
period. -  From  these  data,  ratios  of  each  component  of  change  during  the 
specified  period  to  farm  population  at  the  start  of  the  period  are  computed 
for  each  State.  By  applying  these  ratios  to  previously  obtained  estimates 
of  the  total  farm  population  in  each  State  at  the  beginning  of  the  Period 
(or,  when  the  period  starts  on  a  census  date,  to  census  data  on  the  size 
of  the  farm  population),  each  component  of  change  —  births,  deaths, 
in-migrants,  and  out-migrants  —  during  the  period  and  the  farm  population 
at  the  end  of  the  period  are  estimatedc  ' Although  the  basic  procedure 
involves  preparation  of  estimates  for  each  State,  the  Bureau  of  Agricul¬ 
tural  Economics  has  published  oostcensal  estimates  only  for  regions  and 
geographic  divisions  because  of  the  limitations  of  the  basic  estimating 
procedure,  b’hen  new  benchmark  data  from  a  Census  of  Population  or 
Agriculture  become  available,  the  oostcensal  estimate's  arb  revised,  utili¬ 
zing  data  from  the  new  census  as  well  as  data  from  the  mailed  questionnaire 
survey  and  previous  censuses.  Intercensal  estimates  for  States,  divisions, 
and  regions  are  then  issued. 

Revisions  and  New  Estimates  for  Geographic  Subdivisions 

As  mentioned  above,  revision  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
estimates  of  farm  population  for  major  geographic  divisions  and  issuance 
of  estimates  for  States  after  a  new  census  has  been  customary.  It  has 
also  been  customary  to  revise  estimates  for  geographic  subdivisions  when 
revisions  in  United  States  totals  have  been  made  so  that  the  entire 
series  wall  be  on  a  comparable  basis.-  Following  issuance  of  the  revised 
United  States  series  of  farm  population  estimates  and  issuance  of  data 
from  the  195>0  Census  of  Population,  the  estimates  in  this  report  were 
prepared  to  revise  and  complete  the  series  of  estimates  for  geographic 
subdivisions  for  1920-50  on  a  basis  comparable  with  the  revised  United 
States  estimates.  In  addition  to  making  the  series  comparable,  the 
adjustment  of  estimates  for  geographic  subdivisions  for  19i*0-50  to  th'e 
revised  annual  estimates  of  the  total  farm  population  has  increased  the 
reliability  of  the  estimates  for  the  smaller  areas  for  those  dates. 

*  •  •  ...  .  :«(•’;  *  ; 

A  detailed  statement  of  the  reasons  for  and  methods  of  revising  ; 
the  estimates  of  the  total  farm  population  of  the  country  is  contained  in 
the  release  Series  Census-BAE,  No.  16.  For  1920-39  (except  for  19'30)  • 


2/  Data  on  farm  population  for  all  geographic  areas  for  1930  were 
obtained. by  adjusting  the  1930  Census  data  by  States  to  the  Census-BAE  ■ 
estimate  of  the  total  farm  population  of  the  United  States  for  1930. 


the  only  adjustment-  required  ,in*  the  e  stimate-s  for  geographic  subdivisions 
was  that  due  to  the  change  in  date  of  the  series^ from  January  1  to' April  1, 
as  the  other  ihajor  el  orients  in-  the.  re  vision  appeared  to  offset  each  other. 


*  ••  •  ■  . ,  ’ .  •  .  . ,  .  -  • . . 

From  the  quarterly  Census-J3A.E  estimates  since  19w>  '36 0,000  was 

estimated  as  the  average  seasonal  increase  in  the  total.,  farm  population  of 
the  country  from  January  to  April.  As  these  are  the  only  enumerative  survey 
data  available  on  seasonal  changes  in  the  f arm  population  and  as  there  is 
no  information  on  how  the  seasonal  pattern' may  have- altered  in  the  last*  few 
decades,  this  adjustment  'was  applied  to  the  19ifL'-l*3  figured  and  was  carried 
back  from  1939  to  1920  without  change.  The  1910  estimate,  of  the  farm  popu¬ 
lation  was  reexamined  during  the;19l40!s  in  the  light  of  some  special  retabu¬ 
lations  made  of  the  1910.  data  on  fertility.: .  At  present  ‘it  appears  that  the 
original  estimate  labeled  a a  a  January  estimate  can  now  be  relabeled  more 
correctly  as  an  April. estimate  and  therefore  need  not  be  revised  in  shifting 
from  the  January  to  .the  April '.basis.  Because  information  on  seasonality;- 
during  the  1910-20  period  is  almost  entirely  lacking,  it  was  arbitrarily 
decided  not '  to  carry  the  seasonal  adjustment  back  before  World.  War  I  (191,7.)  • 
Consequently,  the  adjustment  for  seasonality  was  graduated  from  360,000  in 
1920  to  zero  in  1916.-  :  . 


The  average  seasonal  increase  of  360,0.00  from  January  to  April  for 
the  country  as  a  whole •;  was  distributed-  among  the  major  geographic  divisions 
according  to  the  geographic,  distribution  of  the  Januaiy-to-April  increase 
of  hired  farm  employment,  a  closely  related  series. 

<  In  revising  the  estimates  for  I9I1J.-A9  for  the  major  geographic  divi¬ 
sions  and  the  State,  estimates  for  ±9hX-h5  and  for  preparation  of  new  esti¬ 
mates  for  States  for  19A6-50,  the  19^0  Census  of  Population  figures, 

19U5  Census  of  Agriculture  figures  (adjusted  for  Indians,  who  were  not 
enumerated  and  adjusted  to  revised  Census-BAE  level),  and  Census-BAE  area 
estimates  (see  following  paragraph)  for  1950  were  utilized  as  benchmark 
data.  "  .  ,4 


The  19-50  Census  of  Population  data  on  number  of  persons  living  on 
farms  for  each  State  and  major  .geographic  division,  adjusted  to  the  Census- 
BAE  level  of  farm  population,  .  served  as  a  principal  benchmark  in  ivvising 
the  'series  of  annual  estimates  for  geographic  areas.  ,  The  estimate  for 
April  1950  from  the'  Current  Population  Survey  (25, 058,000)  3/  was  about 
1,726,000  higher  than  the  final  1950 ;  Population  C.ensns  count,  although 
the  same  definition  was  specified  for  both  enumerations.  Examination  of 
the  returns  for  identical  households  « in  the  two  enumerations  revealed 
that  the  largest  part  of  the  discrepancy  (approximately  lj  million)  was 
due  to  differences  in  classification,  h/  Although  there  is  no  conclusive 
evidence  as  to  the  relative  validity '  of  the  OPS -as  compared  TTith  the  census 
classification  of  particular  households  as  farm  or  nonfarm,  investigations 


This  figure  represents  a  revision  of  the  original  CPS  estimate 
(2lu3  mill  ion)"  and  reflects  the  use  of  195Q  Population  Census  materials’  in 
the  course  of  weighting  up  the  sample  results  to  national  totals. 

h/  This  study  involved  matching  April  1950  CPS  schedules  and  1950  ,/■ 

Population  Census  schedules  for  identical  households  and  comparing  the  ,  \ 
returns  in  these  twro  'independent  'enumerations.  ’  '  r" 


-  2  2*  - 

in  other  subject-matter  fields  have  demonstrated  that  the  more  exoerienced 
and  better-trained  CPS  enumerators  generally  treated  marginal  cases  in  a 
more  correct  fashion.  Partly  for  this  reason,  it  was  decided  to  use  the 
C?S  rather  than  the  Census  level  to  represent  1950  in  the  revised  Census- 
BAE  series.  This  decision  preserves  continuity  in  the  series  as  the 
annual  postcensal  estimates  for  the  present  decade  will  be  derived  from 
the  Current  Population  Survey. 

The  difference  between  Census-BAE  and. census  total  faim  copulation 
figures  for  1950-1,726,000  -  was  distributed  among  the  States  and  divi¬ 
sions  on  the  basis  of  the  proportion  of  the  rural-farm  population  of  each 
area  employed  in  non agricultural  work*. 

For  19itl~li9,  in  addition  to  the  adjustment  for  seasonality,  the 
difference  in  types  of  enune ration,  and  the  new  benchmark  data,  another 
factor  was  important  in  the  adjustment  of  the  revised  series.  This  factor 
involved  adjustment  of  the  previous  data  to  take  account  of  the  new  defini¬ 
tion  of  the  farm  population  adopted  for  the  censuses  and  for  current  sur¬ 
veys  of  the  Bureau  of  The  Census  and  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics. 
The  new  definition  specifically  excludes  from  the  farm  population  certain 
groups  which  formerly  may  have  been  included  in  whole  or  in  part.  The 
main  group  consists  of  persons  who  live  in  houses  located  on  farms  but  who 
pay  pash  rent  for  the  house  and  yard  only,  xdthout  farmland.  Most  families 
have  no  connection  with  and  receive  no  income  from  agriculture.  It  was 
considered  helpful  to  Federal  agencies  that  deal  with  population  statistics 
to  remove  these  households  from  the  farm  population  classification. 

After  experimenting  with  the  distribution  of  each  of  the  four  types 
of  adjustments  of  the  old  series  of  estimates  among  the  geographic  subdi¬ 
visions  for  19hl-U9j>  the  following  method  was  devised  to  handle  all  needs 
for  revision  at  one  time.  This  method  involved  two  major  estimating 
procedures  —  one  of  which  resulted  in  estimates  for  major  geographic 
divisions  and  the  other  in  estimates  for  the  States, 

For  major  geographic  divisions,  estimates  were  developed  as  follows: 
1,  The  difference  between  the  United  States  and  each  division  with  respect 
to  the  rate  of  change  for  each  calendar  year  was  computed  from  data 
published  in  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  report.  Farm  Popula¬ 
tion  Estimates,  19 li9»  No  marked  trends  in  these  annual  differences 
could  be  observed,  therefore  it  was  assumed  that  the  annual  rates  of 
change  for  a  given  division  should  be  smoothed  in  inverse  relation 
to  the  deviation  of  the  difference  for  each  year  from  the  average 
of  the  differences  for  the  division,  and  in  direct  relation  to  the 
’  number  of  farms  reported  on  for  the  specific  division  for  the  given 
year.  5/  Accordingly,  preliminary  weights  were  computed  by  dividing 


5/  Computation  procedures  in  this  work  were  as  follows: 

1.  Ratios  of  total  change  in  farm  population  from  published  January  figures 
for  divisions  only  and  U.  S.  for  January  19U0-January  19bl  to  April  1950- 
April  1951  were  computed. 

2.  Difference  between  United  States  and  division  ratios  were  computed. 

3.  The  yearly  results  obtained  in  step  2  were  averaged  for  each  division, 

ii.  The  difference  between  the  division  figure  for  or^ch  year  and  the  meari 

for  tho  division  was  computed. 

5.  The  results  obtained  in  sueo  h  were  squared. 

6.  The  number  of  farms  reported  on  for  a  specific  division  for  each  year 

was  divided  by  the  sum  of  the  squares  computed  in  step  5* 
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the  number  of  farms  reported  on  by  the  sum  of  the  squares  of  the 
deviations  from  the 'average  of  the -differences  between  the  United 
States  and  the  divisions*  The  preliminary  weights  obtained  were 
multiplied  by  an  arbitrary  constant  selected  to  give  a  weight  of 
.'one  fo^  the  Test  North  Central  division  (which  appeared  to  have  had 
•  the  best  estimates  on  the  unrevised  series)  for  njost  12 -month  periods 
•v :  arid  vs  till  give  maximum  smoothing  to  the  New  England  division  (which 
‘•needed  adjustment  most).  Then  the  product  of  the  . constant  and  the 

-  preliminary  weight  was  greater  than  one,  a  weight  of  •  one  was  used* 
‘'The  smoothed  differences  between  the  United  States  rate  of  change 
and  the  division  rate  of  change  .were  assumed  to  be  equal  to  the 
original  differences  multiplied  by  the  weights* 

2*  Smoothed 'rates  were  adjusted  from,  a- >  January vto.«-J an uary  to  an 
Apxil-to-April  basis  by  interpolation*  •  - . 

3*  These  April -to-April  rates  of  change  for  19ltO-li5  for  each  divi¬ 
sion  were  multiplied  by  a  constant  which  forced  the  rates  of 
change  to  yield  the  fixed  1 9ii5  farm  population  estimates  for 
divisions  when  applied  to  the  fixed  19^0  division  figures* 

This  procedure  was  also  followed  for  the  19^5-50  rates  of 
change* 

In  The  intercensal  estimates  obtained  in  step  3  were  adjusted  propor¬ 
tionately  to  yield  the  fixed  totals  for  the  United  States.  The 
maximum  adjustment  at  this  point  was  about  a  million  for  19^2. 


For  all  States,  except  those  of  the  "Zest  South  Central  division 
for  19itl-ii9,  estimates  were  obtained  as  follows: 

1*  For  years  1920-39,  except  for  1930,  6/  the  percentage  that  the  farm 
population  of  each  State  comprised  of  the  total  for  the  division 
on  the  unrevised  series  was  applied  to  the  revised  total  for  the  • 
division  to  obtain  revised  State  estimates. 

2.  For  19^0,  1 9^5,  and  1950,  the  procedures  described  on  pages  2h  and  25 
for  deriving  the  estimates  for  the  major  geographic  divisions  were 
used  in  obtaining  the  State  estimates  for  19^0,  19^5,  and  1950. 

3*  For  19hl~hh  and  19li6-ii9,  the  percentage  that  the  farm  population  of 
each  State  comprised  of  the  total  for  the  division  in  19b0,  19^5, 
and  1950  was  computed.  The  percentages  for  19lfL-iili  and  19^6-Ii9  were 
obtained  by  interpolation.  These  inteipolated  percentages  were 
applied  to  the  revised  annual  estimates  for  the  division  obtained 
as  described  above* 

For  the  Test  South  Central  division  for  19hl-14i  and  X9^6— U9 ^  Texas 
and  the  rest  of  the  division  were  estimated  by  the  procedure  described 
above  for  divisions.  The  procedure  used  for  States  was  then  applied  in 
estimating  the  distribution  of  the  farm  population  among  the  other  States 
of  the  division. 


6/  See  footnote  2,  page  22 
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Limitations  of  the  Estimates 

4  *'  •  •  •  . 

' «  *  O/. 

Data  for  geo gran hie.  areas  are  based  on  sample  data  tied  to  benchmark  data 
from  censuses  and  adjusted  to  total  estimates  of  farm  population  obtained 
from  samples.  .  The  reliability  of  an  estimate  is  therefore  related  to  the 
size  of  the  sample,  the  closeness  of  the  benchmark  date,  and  the  size  of 
the  resulting  estimates.  Estimates  for  States  and  divisions  resulting 
from  the  sample  data,  particularly' those'  for  which  the  sample  was  rela¬ 
tively  small,  should' be  used  with  caution.  Also  figures  for  States  that 
contain  relatively  large  populations  with  marginal . farm  connections  may 
be  subject  to  greater  error  than  those  for  other  States,  even  for  census 
dates.  This  factor  is  especially- important  in  analyzing  changes  in  farm 
population  from  one  date  to  another, 
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1/  For  19l*0  through  1 9h9,  farmers  reported  in  January  on  changes  during  preceding  calendar  year.  In  April  1951 
farmers  reported  on  changes  during  the  12  months  preceding  April  1,  1951* 
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Related  Reports 


Among  the  principal  releases  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
issued  since  1939  which  contain  farm  population  estimates  for  geographic 
areas  are* 

Farm  Population  Estimates,  United  States,  and  Major  Geographic 

""Divisions,  1910-U2 ,  November  19U2. 

Farm  Population  Estimates,  United  States,  and  Major  Geographic 

Divisions,  1910-19U6,  June  19h6. 

Farm  Population  Estimates,  United  States,  and  Ma.jor  Geographic 

Divisions,  19liO-19ll7.  States  19l>0-19U5.  August  19U7. 

Farm  Population  Estimates,  (specified  date)  containing  current 
estimates  issued  from  time  to  time* 

Estimates  in  these  releases  are  of  historical  interest  only;  they 
are  superseded  by  the  estimates  in  this  report. 

Other  related  reports  are  the  cooperative  releases  of  the  Bureau 
of  Agricultural  Economics  and  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  in  Farm  Population 
Series  Census-BAE,  which  contain  current  estimates  of  the  distribution  of 
the  total  farm  population  of  the  country  by  age,  sex,  labor- force  status, 
and  other  related  material. 

Farms  and  Farm  People,  a  special  cooperative  report  of  the  Bureau 
of  Agricultural  Economics  and  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  contains  data  on 
the  characteristics  of  the  population  in  farm-operator  households,  by 
economic  class  of  farm  (based  on  195>0  Censuses  of  Population  and  Agri¬ 
culture),  as  well  as  a  discussion  of  the  definitions  of  farm  population 
and  farm-operator  household  population.  The  various  Census  of  Population 
publications  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  contain  detailed  data  on  the 
characteristics  and  geographic  distribution  of  the  rural -farm  population. 
In  addition,  certain  of  the  Current  Population  Reports,  particularly 
those  in  Series  P-20,  P-3>0,  and  P-60,  published  by  the  Bureau  of  the 
Census,  contain  current  estimates  relative  to  the  characteristics  of  the 
rural-farm  population  of  the  country. 
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